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SUBJECT: HUNGARIAN NATIONALITIES POLICY 

BEGIN SUMMARY: THE PRESS PRAISES HUNGARY'S NATIONALITIES POLICY. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . OVER THE PAST YEAR THE HUNGARIAN PRESS HAS FREQUENTLY CARRIED 
ITEMS EXTOLLING THE REGIME'S NATIONALITIES POLICY. THE LATEST 
INSTANCE OCCURRED JULY 18, WHEN THE PARTY NEWSPAPER, NEPSZABADSAG, 
CARRIED AN ARTICLE ENTITLED, "IN TOTAL EQUALITY." THE AUTHOR, 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BEKES COUNTY COUNCIL (BEKES COUNTY BORDERS ROMANIA 
AND YUGOSLAVIA), POINTS OUT THAT 15 PER CENT OF THE COUNTY'S 
POPULATION SPEAKS SOME LANGUAGE OTHER THAN HUNGARIAN. (THIS IS 
THE MOST COMMON WAY OF DEFINING MINORITIES.) FOUR MINORITY 
NATIONALITIES ARE REPRESENTED IN BEKES COUNTY: SLOVAKS, ROMANIANS, 
SERBO-CROATIANS, AND GERMANS. THE ARTICLE POINTS TO THE FOLLOWING 
STATISTICS TO BUTTRESS ITS ARGUMENT THAT ALL NATIONALITIES ARE WELL 
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OFF. IN BEKES COUNTY: 

- OF 15 REPRESENTATIVES TO THE NATIONAL PARLIAMENT, FOUR COME FROM 
MINORITIES; 

- IN VARIOUS LOCAL TOWN COUNCILS THE PARTICIPATION OF PEOPLE 
SPEAKING MINORITY LANGUAGES IS FROM 11 TO 45 PER CENT. 

- THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY KINDERGARTEN AND ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
OPERATE IN MINORITY LANGUAGES; THREE CITIES HAVE BOTH SLOVAK 
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AND ROMANIAN SECONDARY SCHOOLS; 

- THE NUMBER OF PUPILS ENROLLED IN MINORITY LANGUAGE SCHOOLS HAS 
INCREASED BY 50 PERCENT OVER THE PAST FIVE YEARS. 

3. THE ARTICLE ALSO QUOTES FROM THE PROGRAM OF THE LAST PARTY 
CONGRESS ON NATIONALITIES POLICY: "OUR PARTY HOLDS THE VIEW THAT 
THE LENINIST NATIONALITY POLICY FORMS AN INDISPENSABLE CONDITION 
FOR INTERNAL STABILITY OF A SOCIALIST COUNTRY AS WELL AS ACTING AS 
A FORM OF COHESION BETWEEN SOCIALIST STATES AND FRIENDSHIP AMONG 
PEOPLES." 

4. COMMENT: HUNGARY IS IN AN EXCELLENT POSITION TO PURSUE A 
FORTHCOMING POLICY TOWARD NATIONAL MINORITIES. GIVEN THE FACT THAT 
THEY CONSTITUTE A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL POPULATION. THE 
GOVERNMENT IS IN THE PROCESS OF REDEFINING WHO BELONGS TO A NATIONAL 
MINORITY, AND INCREASING IN THE PROCESS THE NUMBERS WHO CAN CLAIM 
MINORITY STATUS. A FORTHCOMING NATIONALITIES POLICY IS PART AND 
PARCEL OF THE REGIME'S "ALLIANCE POLICY" AND ITS RELATIVELY RELAXED 
INTERNAL SITUATION. 

5. OF COURSE, HUNGARY'S NATIONALITIES POLICY IS UNDERSTOOD BY 
ALL TO HAVE IMPLICATIONS WHICH REACH BEYOND HUNGARY'S BORDERS. 
HUNGARY'S DECLARED POLICY WITH NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES IS THAT THE 
NATIONAL MINORITIES SHOULD SERVE AS BRIDGES BETWEEN COUNTRIES. 

THE REGIME HAS BEEN FAIRLY SUCCESSFUL IN PROMOTING THIS LINE 
WITH THE NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES, ESPECIALLY YUGOSLAVIA. 
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6. THE GREAT EXCEPTION IS ROMANIA, WHERE THE TREATMENT OF THE 
ETHNIC HUNGARIAN MINORITY IS AN ISSUE IN BILATERAL RELATIONS. BY 
EXTOLLING ITS OWN POLICY AND CITING STATISTICS SUCH AS THOSE MEN- 
TIONED ABOVE, THE REGIME ALSO POINTS UP THE CONTRAST BETWEEN ITS 
POLICIES AND THAT OF ROMANIA. THE EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT THIS IS 
A CALCULATED RESULT AND IS ONE MANNER IN WHICH THE HUNGARIAN REGIME 
EXPRESSES ITS DISSATISFACTION WITH THE TREATMENT OF THE ETHNIC HUN- 
GARIANS IN ROMANIA. THE FACT THAT COOPERATION WITH ROMANIA IS 
LESS THAN WITH ANY OTHER NEIGHBORING COUNTRY IS ESPECIALLY EVIDENT 
WHEN ARTICLES ARE PUBLISHED WHICH REPORT VARIOUS CONGRESSES HUNGARY 
HAS HELD ON SUCH QUESTION AS LANGUAGE STUDY, EDUCATION, AND 
PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL TRADITIONS OF MINORITIES - CONGRESSE 
WHICH ROMANIA BOYCOTTS MORE OFTEN THAN NOT, WHILE OTHER SOCIALIST 
COUNTRIES PARTICIPATE. 
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